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Then » ſid Jesvs s unto lin, go, and do 2 EROS 22 | 


On] Au now going to oller to your Confidera- 
2 I tion, in order to recommend to your Aſſiſ- 
A tance, a Work ſo excellent in it's own Na- 
ture, ſo beneficial to Society, ſo acceptable to the 
| Almighty, and ſo conformable to the Duty of all; 
8 who proteſs to walk either by the Dictates of Nature, 
sor the Light of the Goſpel, that one wou' d think it 
were ſufficient plainly and Gimpl y to declare to you, | 
who now hear me, that my Buſineſs at this Time is 
80 call upon you to unite in the Su pport of an In- 
Ws fiitution, the ſole End of which is. to promote the 
Honour of the ſupream Being, and the Comfort 
and Relief of thoſe whom Poverty, attended with 
Sickneſs, render the Subject of compleat human Mi- 
ſery, and the juſt Object of human Benevolence: 
A Work to which no well-grounded Objection can 
1 be . nor nf ſufficient Reaſon offer d, why all, | 


B wb 
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who live U the Reach of it, ſhou'd not unite 


yet we may all join in ſhewing Mercy to Man; 
| there is (thank Gop) ſtill left this Bond of Society, 


that all 1 e. in general, and the different Di- 


viſions of each, may meet together to do good. A- 


mong all the various Syſtems of Religion with which 
the World abounds, J have heard of none which 


need prevent their joining with each other in Acts 


of Benevolence towards immediate Objects of Diſ- 
treſs, therefore the moſt of what I ſhall now fay, 
will be as. applicable to any other Congregation as to 


this ; and with this View I have taken for my 'Text 
the an ſion of one of thoſè excellent Parables of 


our Saviour, the Tendency of which is ſo evidently 
to promote the general Good of Mankind that the 
Wiſdom and Goodnels, at leaſt, if not the Authority 


and Divine Miſſion, of the Teac: muſt be uni- 


verſally acknowledg d by all, whoſe Faith doth not 


enjoin a cruel Diſregard to the Miſeries of their fellow 
Creatures; and there is no Religion but will diſ- 


- avVow ſuch an unnatural Law. The good Samaritan 


to us is well known, and juſtly admir'd ; for tho' he 


was 8 falſe 888 inſtill'd into him by his Edu- 


cation, 


in the Support of; for tho we may differ from each 
other in the N ature; and Rites, of Sacrifice to Gov, 
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cation, an Enemy to the Jews, as a Bedy , the natur: 
Goodneſs of his Heart taught him, Ki vo Differ- 


| nance, his Neglect of the univerſal Duty of Com- 


tal 


ence in Religion cou'd authoriſe, much leſs: counte- 


paſſion, even to a Jew who ſtood in need of it ; and 
we may with Juſtice call upon all others as well as 


1 ourſelves, to attend to the Morality of this ee 
and 70 6, and do likewiſe. 


IT gall condi ſome of the various 3 we 


| have to preſerve, and to promote the good Work, 
| which is now the Object of our Thoughts, viz. the 
S InzirMasy, which is kept up in this City by general 
Contribution; the Deſign of which is, in ſhort, at 
the voluntary Expence of the Public, to deliver Po- 
vverty wherever they meet with it, or wherever it 
offers itſelf (as far as their Fund will enable them) 
from the additional grievous, and often inſupport- 
able Load of Sickneſs and Pain ; and which often, 


without ſome ſuch Refu ge, the Poor muſt, and do, 
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FigsT ; * upon thoſe, if any ſuch there are who 


now hear me) who do not acknowledge that Gop 
ever did reveal his Will to Mankind ; but yet ac- 
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knowledge the Being and Moral Government of Gop: 
Let them confider the Fitneſs of ſuch a Regard to 
ſuch united Miſery, as Poverty and Pain. Let them 
reflect that from the Nature of the Deity, whoſe 
Works ſufficiently teach us his Goodneſs, as well as 
his Wiſdom, and Power, it is evident, there can be 
no partial Reſpect of Perſons with Him; but that 
the Poor are equally the Object of his Fatherly Kind- 
neſs and Care, with the Rich; and it is not conſiſ- 
tent with Reaſon therefore that Proviſion ſhou'd not 
be made for the Support of one, as well as the other; 
and if ſuthcient Means for their Support doth appear 
any Ways to be attainable, that in all Reaſon ought 
to be look'd upon as the Proviſion defi 
For how (independent of Revelation) do we judge 

that any Means in the natural World were calculat- 


gn'd by Gop : 


ed to bring about any particular End ? But by the 
peculiar, and diſtinct Fitneſs they evidently have to 
produce ſuch Effect: Thus, how do we judge that 
Food was calculated for the Support of our Being, and 
not for our Pleaſure only ; but becauſe by Experi- 


ence we find it is peculiarly fit indeed for both Ends; 


but diſtinctly neceſſary for our Support only, and not 
for our Pleaſure: The Want of it is fatal to our Be- 


ing; tho cou'd we exiſt without it, our Pleaſure 


wou'd 
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® wou'd have various Sources ſtill left. So it wou's 
de highly abſur'd, and unbecoming a reaſonable 
Man to ſuppoſe that Riches are beſtow'd upon one 
Man merely to ſport and play with; whilſt another, 
every whit as good as himſelf, lies languiſhing at hi 
Door for want of the neceſſary Support of his Being; 
ſuch a Conſtitution of Things is at farſt Sight ap- 
parently unworthy of the Goodneſs, as well as Wif- 
dom, of the great Author of Nature; and incon- 
ſiſtent alſo with that Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, which 
fo abundantly, and fo evidently, appear thro* every 
other Part of- the Conſtitution of Nature; and 
therefore no thinking Man can reſt in fo abſurd a. 
Suppoſition; but let this rich Man out of his Abun- 
dance ſupply the Neceſſity of the other, he need 
not curtail himſelf of any rational Pleaſure by fo 
doing; and you then ſee the Deſigns of Providence 


fully, and ſufficiently, anſwered; and a noble End 


effected, which, according to the natural Conſtitution 
of the Courſe of this World, cou'd be effected no 


other Way; which ſufficiently points out the End 
of Riches, and the Uſe we are to make of them; and 


= = there is always ſome natural Inclination 1mplanted 


in us to induce us to purſue thoſe Ends, which 
Reaſon points out; ſo in the Caſe before us, Com 


8 
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draw us with the Cords I a Man towards the 
|| effecting that good, and neceſſary End, which Rea- 
|| ſon. plainly points out the Neceſſity of, and the 


| even thoſe who acknowledge no reveal'd Law, are 
a plain and evident Law to themſelves in this Reſ- 
*# 3 Upon this Foundation therefore I may well 


| our INIRMARY to your Care and Support, as it is 
one of the beſt Methods of executing our Part in the 

Deſigns of Providence; as we do hereby aſſiſt, and 
| (as far as human Power can reach) _—_ Poverty 
| in the worſt Circumſtances, and from it's ſevereſt 


| | cellent 1 chat ought to recommend this par- 


Ax D I. It gives us a N of doing that Gd 
Which we might not be able to arrive at in any 
other Method. Some of us are fo involy' d in Bu- 


* e. and have ſo little Leiſure from it, that both 


| paſſion, that Council which natural y pleads with 
| our Hearts for the diſtreſs'd, is implanted in us to 


Means to effect it; Compaſſion being as natural, 
cho not ſo ſtrong, a Senſation as Hunger. Thus 


| build the Hopes of being heard in recommending 


! ticular Method of fulfilling our Obligations before 
mention d. I ſhall Juſt point out ſome of the Chief. 


Time 


DES 


Burden, Sickneſs, and Pain; and there are many ex- x 8 


2 
n 
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Lime and Opportunities are wanting to find out 
Objects moſt fit to exerciſe this Duty upon; and if 
they do offer themſelves, to examine their Fitneſs; 
and when we are convinc'd of that; to purſue the 
proper Methods to effect their Relief, to which in 
the Caſe under Conſideration, viz. that of Pain, and 

"IX Sickneſs, (the moſt pitiable ſure of. all Caſes of Po- 
= | verty) Care, Time, and Attendance are neceſſary, 
which in ſome Situations of Life, as that of Buſineſs, 
may be highly inconvenient ; as the Neglect of our 
X own Affairs in many Caſes may be ruin6us to our- 

ſelves, and Dependants; and it may be alfo to no 

purpoſe; as there are few of us capable of purſuing 

the right Means for obtaining the End we aim at, 
for Want of the neceſſary Skill, which obliges us to 
bave Recourſe to others, the very Method which here 

offers itſelf, - = + + = 


II. Ir we happen to have leaſure to ſeek out our- | 
ſelves for ſuitable Help, it might be inſufficient ; | 
there being many Caſes wherein the united Skill, | 
and Counſel of many of the ableſt of the Profeſſion | 
may be no more than neceſſary; and this may not | 
be fo caſy a Taſk for many to compaſs, were they | 
nn Circumſtances to bear the great Charge of it; 


1 


| 
1 
It; 


| 
} 
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there being few Fortunes ſufficient for many ſuch 
| Caſes - now Here that Difficulty is remov'd; and a ü 
th Perſon need be in no very affluent Circumſtances ; = 
and yet (for a ſmall annual Charge) may have . | 


hk Right to place ſuch unhappy fellow Creatures under 


. the Care of the ableſt Gentlemen of the Profeſſion 
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[ in this great City, united together for this good End; 
and the Patients at the fame Time provided with 


the convenient Neceſſaries to comfort, and ſupport 
pe. under their * 


PI Benefactors to, ws he conſtant Support of, 
this merciful and uſeful Work, have an Opportunity 
of ſhewing their Love to Mankind, their Feeling 
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Obedience to this ent Law of Nature, by making 


| 


itſelf, and to which there can in Reaſon lie no Ob- 


the right Uſe of the Opportunity which now offers i 


j} jection ; as they muſt be ſenſible they have juſt Cauſe | "= 
to expect the beſt Fruit from the Seed they thus ſow; Ml 
| fince ſo many prudent, humane People, do ee = 
ally meet to conſult, and determine, upon the beſt 


Methods of employing this good Seed; and do con- 


If ſtantly look into the Uſe that is made 8 it. 
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IV. Acai, it is well worthy of Conſideration 


EX to thoſe whoſe Circumſtances do not enable them at 
once to afford ſufficient for the Relief of this joint 
XX Miſery of the Poor, ſuch, I mean, whoſe Overpl us is 
"IT ſmall, and may not ſeaſonable be able to collect a 
x Number in the ſame Circumſtances with themſelves 


| ſufficient for a good Work of this Kind, yet a Num- 
ber of ſuch joint Hands will do much g00d. Here 
then offers one of the beſt Expedients for them to 


effect this, by aſſiſting, as Time, and Occaſion per- 


erery one to promote, who are not in real Want 


1 2 72 are of infinite Weight. 


= it is the laborious Part of Mankind whoſe Relief is 


mits, in uniting to create a Treaſure, which they 
muſt know, becauſe they may at any Time ſee, will 
be employ d to the beſt Advantage for the Purpoſes 
they intend, and which it is equally the Duty of 


L them ſelves. 5 


2 : 


Lair ds ce Archer ſome other great; 404 | 
| eſſential Advantages which Society reaps from theſe. 
| admirable Inſtitutions : I ſhall name two, both 


1. Tun preſerving ſo many uſeful Liber; ; for as 


| here bam. 9: * it is in F at the 1 our own 


ll fu © 
Benefit, and Convenience; for they are as ; neceſſary 
to our Comfort, as we are to their Support ; it is 
ith Sweat of their Brows, and the indefatigable La- 
ſbour they ſuſtain, that the Landholder reaps the Be- 
änefit of his Profeſſions, and the Merchant acquires 
his Wealth. It is well known that this Country 
has more Work of all Sorts than Hands to perform 
it; and every Man muſt be ſenſible how often Sick- 
l neſs does, and muſt, prove fatal to this uſeful Order 
[|| of Men, from the Want of common Conyeniences, 
[|] neceflary Comforts, and ſuitable Care, and Aſſi- 
ſtance: So that I believe a Nation may be well paid 
for theſe Inſtitutions by the Number of uſeful Hands 
it by this Means recovers, which atherwiſe wou'd be 
loſt; and as is often the Caſe, leave a F amily behind | 
ill them, which is a greater, and more lafiive, Bur- 
den on the Country, than the Expence, which the 
i} reaſonable, and juſt Care of the r, or een, | 
0 9 ſuch a Family may prove. 5 


| 
F 
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"Ws 15 Taz vaſt Benefit Society 1 "BY receiv 7 d HH 
and ſtill continues to receive, from theſe Inſtitutions Wl 
in the wonderful Improvement, from their firſt Riſe, 
pe" has 2 as ſtill continues to be. Dade 5 in 


| more 
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| 
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more or leſs partakes; as the additzonal Knowledg oF 
and Experience theſe Hoſpitals have furniſh'd; and 
the great Facility with which others are enlighten' 
by theſe Means, has render'd the Cure of number 
leſs Complaints amazingly more eaſy, and expe 
ditious than cou'd have been thought before. 8 
that here we ſee Virtue holding out her own Re 
ward to us. He that hath. Pity. on the Poor lendet 
70 the Loxp, and look, what he bee, a it Ea; be 
paid him be gs „„ ; 


To theſe Cotifitleraiott ought t to be join'd a- 
nother of no ſmall Weight, as it may have no in- 
conſiderable Effect, viz, that the Perſons, who ate 
reliev'd by this excellent Inſtitution, are not only 
ſent away more uſeful, as being more able Mem- 
bers of Society: But 215 often, it is to be hop'd, 
more worthy Members ; as the good Leffons they 
hear, and Advice they receive, (very poſſibly ſome- 
times the firſt they have receiv d) may work on them 
all, undoubtedly will on ſome; for Sickneſs,” and 
Pain are wonderful Softeners of the Heart, and do 
ſtrangely open, and diſpoſe the Mind to receive 
Counſel; but when good Advice comes Hand in 
: Hand with D Deliverance from Miſery and Air, | 


2 
* 


i [24 Þ 
it comes in ſuch engaging Company, that it muſt 
pe a harden'd Heart indeed, that can refuſe it a fa- 
vourable Reception, and a laſting, and affectionate 
Remembrance. Thus, I have in few Words, I 
think, ſhewn the E xcellency of theſe Sort of Infti- 
tutions from the Neceſlity, and the Uſefulneſs of MM 
chem; and in Conſequence, the Reaſonableneſs of 
| ſup porting them does evidently appear, I think, to 4 
all. I have endeavour'd indeed to ſhew it to be = 
plainly the Duty of all Men to unite in the Support 
of it; I fay all Men in general; becauſe to ailiſt, . 
W and Support Poverty, and Diſtreſs, is plainly dedu- K 
cible from the Religion of Nature; a Law, wher- 
W ever it appears clearly to us, equally obligatory to 
all Mankind; and no better Method of relieving 
the higheſt Miſery of Poverty can be devis'd, I 
if think, than theſe Sort of Inſtitutions. Now if Rea- 
ſon, and natural Religion do ſo clearly, and ſo for- 
. cibly, plead for us on the Occaſion now under Con- 
{ fideration; what Succeſs may we not juſtly expect 
I our Cauſe to meet with from thoſe who profeſs to 
walk by the additional Light of the Goſpel, where 
all the Motives, that have hitherto been offer'd, re- 
ceive the additional Weight of a poſitive, and plain j 
Command, and the excellent Example, both of our 
Saviour, ind his 2888 F: | 1 
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I x the firſt Place the poſitive Commands with re 
de rrd to the Poor, and to the afflicted when fParatel 
met with, and much more when jointly ſeen, anc 
"XX confider'd in the afflicted Poor, are ſo numerous, 
and ſo clear, that they occur to and ſtrike, the moſt 
— curſory Reader in almoſt every Sentence. Eve 
WE Diſciple of our Saviour knows that our Duty to 
, Gop, and our Love to our Neighbour are the two 
Foundation Stones of all Morality: The Neceſſity of 
== complying with this Law of Love to our Neighbour 
RE is plainly declar'd : It is the Touchſtone of our Sin- 
coerity in the Faith; By this (ſays our Loxp) fall all 
Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love 
one to another; it will alſo be one of the main Points 
upon which our Tryal at the Day of Judgment is 
to turn; cloathing the Naked, feeding the Hungry, 
viſiting the Sick, &c. being Conditions, the Obſer- 
vance of which is to be rewarded with that Sentence, 
(to uſe the Words of our Loxp himſelf) Come to me 
Je bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
Pared for you. The Neglect of theſe Conditions to 
receive that ſevere Penalty, (in the Words of our 
Lonp) Depart: from me ye curſed into everlaſting 
Fre. Who this Neighbour is, who is the Object 
1 of this great, Duty, the Parable before us is a direct 


Declaration; 


| | j Declaration; ; the whole Parable . an Anſwer to 
this very Queſtion, And who is my NM. eig Hou. 2 
[ Thie our Lok p clears up, vix. Every Man in Diſtreſs 1 


WW Wz 18 likewiſe the beſt Krampe bt before us | 
in the Conduct of our Saviour and his Apoſtles : MY 
Their Miracles, by which both our Saviour himſelf, 
and his Apoſtles by his Direction, were to certify cher 1 
Divine Miſſion, being almoſt all of them delivering 1 
the Poor from the additional Calamity of Pain, and 
it Sickneſs: A very juſt Motive this for you to aſſiſt, 
W and ſupport the good Work we recommend to you ; 
and a very juſt Foundation for our Claim to your 
W Aſſiſtance ; eſpecially when you reflect on another 
great Deſign which ought always to be conſider d, 
and attended to in, and may be mightily forwarded 7 
nn by, and reaſonably hop'd from, theſe Inſtitutions, ll 
viz. the Converfion of Unbelievers, and the Refor- M7 
mation of Sinners. In ſuch a trading City as this 
Where there is a Conflux of all Nations, and all Re- 
WI ligions; and in ſuch an IN IRMARY as this, which 
extends its Benevolence to all, without Diſtinction, 
who ſtand in need of it; it may, in the Courſe of 
it, it muſt, ſhelter fome who never heard the Name 
. of Carter before; d Nimbert 1 fear, who never 
| heard 


| Lo Inſtruction, and Advice before; and we "know 

dat all this is never receiy d (as I . ſaid before) 
Vith more Willing neſs, and more Complacency, and 
== with more Partialiey, co Favour, than at the Time 

x in which, and from the Perſon, by whom, we are 
4 = dcliver d from Pain and Miſery. 


| "rw I have {et before your Eyes the good Work. 
= you are call'd upon to aſſiſt, and to promote : I 
have endeavour'd to ſhew that it is in its own Na- 
ture excellent, and in its Effects uſeful to Society, 
not only to thoſe who meet with Relief from! it, but 
also to thoſe likewiſe, who help to ſupport it ; that 
it is incumbent on Society in general, and therefore 
on each Individual in particular, to promote theſe 
Unſtitutions, in Point of Duty, Humanity, and even 
Intereſt; but more eſpecially we Chriſtians are in a 
wv particular Manner call'd upon, as we are more clear- 
h taught, and more ſtrictly enjoyn'd, and more pa- 
B deten) perſuaded, to ſet an Example in eyery 
= ood Wark. of which the Inſtitution before us is 
certainly one of the beſt. As there can in Reaſon 
no Objection be made to it, there can be no Excuſe 
bor our not endeavourin g zealouſſy to ſupport it. 
nere is a good, becauſe it is a ſure an of the Sin- | 
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ag of our F aith. This Sort af ws was the 


conſtant Employment of our great Maſter; and if 
ve do not ſhew the ſame Temper, it is in vain we 


are call d by the ſame Name; for as the Apoſtle = 
5 you, 1f ye have not the Spirit of Carr, ye | 3 


are none of his. And here, if Time wou'd permit, 


1 ſhou'd point out ſome Reaſons to perſuade thoſe, ll 


1 0 by their Situation in Life have Leiſure ſufficient, a 
and ou ght to ſet an Example, to take the Care of . 
| theſe ſont Works upon themſelves; as there is | 
i! no Employment more befitting Men, who by their | 

| harp Circumſtances in Life are bleſsd both with | 
ill = Leiſure, and Means, to be thus uſeful to Mankind 
| i in this World, and to themſelves in the next: In- 
an the Reaſons are ſo obvious, and the Work re- 
dounds ſo much to their Praiſe here, as well as here- 
| adler that thus mentioning it is almoſt ſufficient. 
HT 
xx us therefore unite in employing thoſe ſeveral | 
— Abilities we may have; and let it not be ſaid that | 
this rich City ſhou'd be more inferior to London in 
good Works, than in Wealth; as that City will na- 
i turally ee you in the N e of theſe Inſtitu- 
tions; let this one of yours at leaſt equal any one 

a can boaſt of; for you are 1 well able 


0 


to do it; and in Saber to > 5 better Support of it, 
let us ſhew a Deſire, and Willingneſs to meet to- 
ether with all thoſe, who in this City are of diffe- 
rent Opinions. Such a friendly Meeting at Times 
is becoming all Opinions, but eſpecially on ſo ex- 
pellent an Occaſion ; that it may appear that Righ- 
tcouſneſs, Love, and Mercy is what we all approve, 
and aim at. What Place ſo fit for ſuch a gene: 
eeting as this Refuge for Miſery ? I cannot but 
agine that ſuch a general Conſultation, as it were 
for, and general Care of, the afflicted Poor wou'd be 
kn univerſal Sacrifice as acceptable, and well pleaſing 
o Gop, as agreeable to every good and pious Heart; 
ind let us imagine we hear the Cries of our Brethren 
pbouring under Poverty, and Pain, offering them- 
elves as Mediators of, and imploring, ſuch a Union, 

d as it were aſſembled at the Door to wait ſuch a 
appy Iflue, upon which their Hopes of Comfort 
epend ; and quickening our Reſolutions: to unite: 


br their ſpeedy Relief, by the Cries of Anguih, | 
Eve Mercy on us | DS. 
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= EE 3 Actiohit of ED been bord ef the 
1 BRISTOL INFIRMARY, was: Ka by Mr. 
Tk Fienrn, to the Subſcribers, -at their Genera enen 

|. Meeting, held at the Merchant-T. aylors Hall, Tuly 12, 1757, 
8 which (hews the Neceſſity the Society are under of applying | 
co the Pablick for their Aſſiſtance, to maintain an Under- 
bil: _ in which e are od eu intereſted, Foo STR 5 


Expendel the firſt Half Year — 1138 14 oz | 
And the laſt eſtimated as the former Seer Or 
|| Gratuitics Pr at . — 5 5. % 
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15 the . * the Mee = 19 11 10 5 wr 39 020 
77 Subſcribers not receiv'd 161 0 San 
- 1D ividend on Stock 2 | 255 I 288 * 0 2 25 RE = 


| Rents due at Chiiſtmas 30 © 0 
| Apotecary 8 NO Board. 1 5 0 ©O- 
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12. 3 mined” Foot ah 1ſt of January, * N 
to the i2th of July, „ 1757. of which Number 693 
94 I oe NERC 

Refuſed AdmiGion for want of Room 204 


Ze a admitted from 2 BOY Jamar to 


the 12th IO. 1 1519. 


